
  

NEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 

OCTOBER 2018  
 

 

Our Featured Titles 

OCTOBER'S BOOK CLUB 
SELECTION 

MISS D AND ME 

I DIDN'T TALK  

THINGS TO MAKE AND BREAK  

TINDERBOX  

LETTERS FROM MAX  

THE LAKE ON FIRE 

FRANKENSTEIN 

CRUDO 

THE SHAPE OF THE RUINS 

BROTHER  

THE MARS ROOM  

THE JUNIPER TREE 

HOME FIRE 

NINTH STREET WOMEN 

21 LESSONS FOR THE 21ST 
CENTURY  

THE DINOSAUR ARTIST  

NIGHT MOVES 

 William 
Michael Harnett, To This Favour, 1879 

    

Autumn is here, bringing with it crisp air, crunchy leaves, and a 
veritable cornucopia of literary events! Check out our packed 
October schedule:  

• Tomorrow (that's Tuesday, October 2nd) we'll join the 
Chicago Tribune in welcoming Megan Mullally and Nick 
Offerman to the Chicago Theater in celebration of their 
new book, The Greatest Love Story Ever Told. Tickets 
include a copy of the book and can be purchased here. 
  

• This Thursday, October 4th at 7PM we'll welcome 
Kathryn Sermak to the shop to celebrate the paperback 
release of her new book Miss D & Me: Life with the 
Invincible Bette Davis. A Q&A and book signing will 
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follow Ms. Sermak's appearance, as well as a raffle for 
one of Ms. Davis's personal items! 

• We are honored to welcome Brazilian novelist, 
playwright, and essayist Beatriz Bracher to the shop to 
discuss her novel I Didn't Talk. Bracher will be joined in 
conversation by literary translator Edgar Garbelotto on 
Monday, October 8th at 7PM. A Q&A and book signing 
will follow the discussion. 

• It is our pleasure to welcome May-Lan Tan to the shop 
for an evening in celebration of her new short story 
collection Things to Make and Break! Tan will be joined 
by the wonderful Suzanne Scanlon on Tuesday, October 
9th at 7PM. A Q&A and book signing will follow the 
discussion. 

• We are thrilled to welcome Robert Fieseler to the shop to 
discuss his new book  Tinderbox: The Untold Story of 
the Up Stairs Lounge Fire and the Rise of Gay 
Liberation. Our very own Owen Keehnen will join Robert 
in conversation on Wednesday, October 10th at 7PM. A 
Q&A and book signing will follow the discussion. 
  

• Join us on Tuesday, October 16th at 7PM for an evening 
with distinguished author and playwrightSarah Ruhl. 
Ruhl will discuss Letters From Max, a collection of 
correspondence with her student, the late poet Max Ritvo 
with director Jessica Thebus. A Q&A and book signing 
will follow the discussion. 

• On Wednesday, October 24th at 7PM Rosellen Brown 
will join us to discuss her new novel The Lake on Fire! 
Brown will be joined in conversation by Gioia Diliberto. 
A Q&A and book signing will follow the discussion. 

• On Wednesday, October 31st at 7PM we'll celebrate the 
bicentennial of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein with a 
discussion of the original 1818 text and costume contest! 
Shelley-head Timothy Moore will moderate the 
discussion. 

• October's book club pick is Joan Silber's Improvement! 
We'll meet to discuss this rich novel on Monday, 
November 5th at 7PM. Complimentary wine and sweets 
from Vanille Patisserie will be served at 6:30 for those 
who wish to chat and unwind before the discussion. 

All in-store events are FREE and open to the public unless 
otherwise noted. Can't wait to see what we've got brewing in 
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months to come? As always, you can find our full events listings 
by visiting our website.  
 
Simply looking for a new book? Scroll down to peruse our latest 
recommendations. See you soon! 
  
-- 
   
We're always eager to hear how we can be the best 
neighborhood bookstore we can be. We're super nice and very 
approachable and LOVE talking about books. Pick your favorite 
technology to contact us or stop by today! 
   
Social Media Links:  

  

  

 

This month's newest titles are picked, as always, from the fevered 
minds of the employees at Unabridged. Comments always 
appreciated. Email the store at 
unabridged@unabridgedbookstore.com or call us at 773.883.9119.  

  
IN-STORE EVENTS    

    

OCTOBER'S BOOK CLUB SELECTION  

Improvement by Joan Silber    

  

"[I]t feels vital to love Silber's work. . . Now is the moment 
to appreciate that she is here, in our midst: our country's 
own Alice Munro. Silber's great theme as a writer is the 
way in which humans are separated from their intentions, 
by desires, ideas, time. . . Like Grace Paley and Lucia 
Berlin, she's a master of talking a story past its easiest 
meaning; like Munro, a master of the compression and dilation of time, what 
time and nothing else can reveal to people about themselves." -Washington 
Post  
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Our book club will meet to discuss Improvement on Monday, 
November 5th at 7PM. Join us!  

  

In paperback, fiction, 16.95; Counterpoint LLC.   

MISS D AND ME: Life With the Invincible Bette Davis by 
Kathryn Sermak  

"As Bette Davis aged, she was looking for an assistant, 
but she found something more than that in Kathryn 
Sermak: a loyal and loving confidante, a co-conspirator in 
her jokes and schemes, and a competent worker whom 
she trained to never miss a detail. For ten years, Kathryn 
was at Miss D's side--first as an employee and then as her 
closest friend. Throughout their time together, Kathryn 
had a front-row seat to Davis's late-career renaissance, as 
well as to the humiliating public betrayal that nearly killed 
her beloved boss and benefactor. Miss D & Me is an 
intimate account of the last years of the unique and 

formidable Bette Davis--a tale of extreme kindness, unfailing loyalty, 
breathtaking style, and the beautiful friendship that endured through it all." 
- Ingram 

 

Kathryn Sermak will appear in the shop on Thursday, October 4th at 7PM.  

  

In paperback, fiction, 15.99; Hachette Books.  

 

I DIDN'T TALK by Beatriz Bracher  

"Brazil's Bracher arrives in English with this brilliant, 
enigmatic rumination of a novel. Gustavo, a recently 
retired professor, prepares to sell his family home and 
move away from São Paulo. The process triggers a flood 
of reminiscences about his parents; his career; his wife, 
Eliana; and his involvement with the resistance to the 
military regime that seized Brazil in the 1960s. Gustavo 
relates how his arrest and torture by the authorities 
precipitated the killing of Eliana's brother, Armando, 
even as he insists, 'I didn't talk.' Nevertheless, Gustavo 
reflects that the experience turned him into a 'sad and 
troublesome monster.'...Bracher is a force to be reckoned 
with and has crafted a haunting, powerful novel." - Publisher's Weekly 
starred review  

  

 



Beatriz Bracher will appear in conversation with Edgar Garbelotto on 
Monday, October 8th at 7PM. A Q&A and book signing will follow the 
dicussion.  

  

In paperback, fiction, 15.95; New Directions Publishing Corporation.  

THINGS TO MAKE AND BREAK by May-Lan Tan  

"These stories feel like they were written with a lit 
cigarette on the night wind. Tan has an imagination like a 
haunted carousel and each story here is like a ghost that 
wants only to talk to you. This is one of those debuts to 
remember, a name that bookmarks itself in your mind 
after the first story, or should-attention, as we say, must 
be paid. May-Lan Tan is here." - Alexander Chee  

  

May-Lan Tan will appear in conversation with local favorite Suzanne 
Scanlon on Tuesday, October 9th at 7PM. A Q&A and book signing will 
follow the discussion. 

  

In paperback, fiction, 16.95; Emily Books/Coffee House Press.  

 

TINDERBOX: The Untold Story of the Upstairs Lounge 
and the Rise of Gay Liberation by Robert Fieseler  

Tinderbox is the tragic tale surrounding the 1973 arsonist 
fire at the Up Stairs Lounge in New Orleans which 
claimed 32 lives. In his painstaking research, Fieseler 
goes beyond mere reportage. We get to know the victims, 
tracing their lives, and giving a personal face to the 
tragedy. Fieseler explains New Orleans gay life at the 
time, the fire itself -- what happened, how it spread, the 
bungled/apathetic investigation, the lives of the 
survivors, and the aftermath. Fieseler gives the book 
additional heft by placing the tragedy in a larger context, 
explaining the socio-political ripples the fire sent through 
the gay community nationwide. Brilliant, engrossing, and essential. 
Tinderbox is a fantastic contribution to LGBTQ history, giving focus to a 
grim but important chapter in our ongoing story. 

  

Owen highly recommends.  

  

 



Robert Fieseler will appear in conversation with Owen Keehnen on 
Wednesday, October 10th at 7PM. A Q&A and book signing will follow the 
reading. 

  

In hardcover, non-fiction, 26.95; Liveright Publishing Corporation.  

LETTERS FROM MAX: A Book of Friendship by Sarah 
Ruhl and Max Ritvo  

"In 2012, Sarah Ruhl was a distinguished author and 
playwright, twice a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. Max 
Ritvo, a student in her playwriting class at Yale 
University, was an exuberant, opinionated, and highly 
gifted poet. He was also in remission from pediatric 
cancer. Over the next four years-in which Ritvo's illness 
returned and his health declined, even as his productivity 
bloomed-the two exchanged letters that spark with 
urgency, humor, and the desire for connection. 
Reincarnation, books, the afterlife as an Amtrak quiet car, 
good soup: in Ruhl and Ritvo's correspondence, all ideas 

are fair, nourishing game, shared and debated in a spirit of generosity and 
love. 'We'll always know one another forever, however long ever is,' Ritvo 
writes. 'And that's all I want-is to know you forever.' Studded with poems 
and songs, Letters from Max is a deeply moving portrait of a friendship, and 
a shimmering exploration of love, art, mortality, and the afterlife." - 
Milkweed Editions  

  

Sarah Ruhl will discuss Letters From Max with director Jessica Thebus on 
Tuesday, October 16th at 7PM. A Q&A and book signing will follow the 
reading.  

  

In hardcover, non-fiction, 25.95; Knopf Publishing Group.  

 

THE LAKE ON FIRE by Rosellen Brown  

The Lake on Fire is a character-driven tale of two cities, 
set in Chicago during its gilded age (against the backdrop 
of the resplendent Columbian Exposition of 1893), told 
from the divergent perspective of two young Jewish 
immigrants (Chaya and her strange, brilliant little brother 
Asher) who run away from their home on a failing 
Wisconsin farm, and arrive penniless and clueless in the 
seething, harsh tumult of Chicago in 1890. What they find 
is cigar manufacturing sweatshops, pickpockets, and the 
filth and stench of a big city, and that the "gilded age" for 
them can be as empty a façade as the beautiful Columbian Exposition. 
Brown's story is suspenseful, and her descriptions of both the sweatshops 
and the radiant fair, the lavish lives of the elite lived out next to the city's 
poor and unemployed, are exquisite and compassionate (among the 

 



historical flourishes in the novel are the appearance of Jane Addams (who 
plays an important role in their lives,) and Carter Harrison, Chicago's mayor 
during the Columbian Exposition.) The Lake on Fireis an epic narrative that 
brings alive late 19th century Chicago, a transporting drama of class and love 
about the lure and lore of the American dream, a tale that resonates eerily 
with today's current events and tumultuous social landscape.   

  

ED LOVED AND HIGHLY RECOMMENDS!! 

  

Rosellen Brown will discuss The Lake on Fire with Gioia Diliberto on 
Wednesday, October 24th at 7PM. A Q&A and book signing will follow the 
reading. 

  

  

In paperback, fiction, 17.95; Sarabande Books.  

FRANKENSTEIN: The 1818 Text by Mary Shelley  

"2018 marks the bicentennial of Mary Shelley's seminal 
novel. For the first time, Penguin Classics has published 
the original 1818 text, which preserves the hard-hitting 
and politically-charged aspects of Shelley's original 
writing, as well as her unflinching wit and strong female 
voice. This edition also emphasizes Shelley's relationship 
with her mother--trailblazing feminist Mary 
Wollstonecraft, who penned A Vindication of the Rights 
of Woman--and demonstrates her commitment to 
carrying forward her mother's ideals, placing her in the 
context of a feminist legacy rather than the sole female in 

the company of male poets, including Percy Shelley and Lord Byron. This 
edition includes a new introduction and suggestions for further reading by 
National Book Critics Circle award-winner and Shelley expert Charlotte 
Gordon, literary excerpts and reviews selected by Gordon, and a chronology 
and essay by preeminent Shelley scholar Charles E. Robinson." - Penguin 
Classics  

  

Timothy Moore will lead a discussion of Frankenstein: The 1818 Text on 
Wednesday, October 31st at 7PM. Drinks and refreshments will be 
provided.  

  

In paperback, fiction, 10.00; Penguin Books.  

 



 
NEW FICTION 

CRUDO by Olivia Laing  

This brief but powerful experimental novel may or may 
not be about queer punk writer and feminist icon Kathy 
Acker (hint: it is). Protagonist Kathy is about to get 
married, but is lost in her own thoughts and self-doubt, 
while the turbulent political summer of 2017 unfolds 
around her. Olivia Laing's first foray into fiction uses a 
stream-of-consciousness prose that tumbles along with an 
anxious momentum, perfectly encapsulating the 
uncertainties and distressing news cycle of that summer 
from a place of relative privilege and detachment. Here, 
the political is personal, and Laing uses Acker's punkish 
spirit (and in some cases, her words) to resurrect and reimagine the iconic 
writer in the now, while simultaneously exploring what it means to love 
when everything seems doomed. This is a strangely compelling read, sure to 
elicit polarized reactions, but there is much to admire and love here.   

  

Shane recommends! 

  

In hardcover, fiction, 21.00; W.W. Norton and Company.   

 

THE SHAPE OF THE RUINS by Juan Gabriel Vasquez  

The Shape of Ruins is a great, grand, intelligent novel 
exploring the relationship between history and the novel 
("the novelist can meddle in places forbidden to the 
journalist or historian"); it is Juan Gabriel Vasquez's 
reflection on the ghosts of his country's past, and the 
inheritance of blame, doubt and fear associated with that 
legacy. It is a self-referential novel, with the author 
Vasquez appearing as his own character (he narrates the 
book, and in a uniquely modern way uses photographs 
and drawings to illustrate the storyline, arguing that a 
good novel should carry the grand themes of a country's 

history-civil wars, assassinations, violence, terrorism and drug trafficking.) 
Vasquez suggests there are 2 ways to view history-the accidental vision or 
the conspiratorial vision, and that "history" is no more than the winning 
story, the "past" a tale constructed over a tale. Coming under scrutiny here 
is the convulsive history of Colombia and various assassinations and 
conspiracy theories--The Kennedy assassination, and the assassinations of 
populist Colombians Jorge Gaitan on April 9, 1948 and Rafael Uribe Uribe 
on October 15, 1914 (as well as Archduke Ferdinand on June 28, 1914.) So 
much to think about here, fact blurring into fiction, conspiracy blurring into 
myth.... 

 

 



ED LOVED and HIGHLY RECOMMENDS! 

 

In hardcover, fiction, 27.00; Riverhead Books.   

BROTHER by David Chariandy  

Two brothers, immigrants from Trinidad, are living their 
lives on the outskirts of Toronto, trying to fit in, trying to 
find themselves. This is the core of Chariandy's brilliant 
and stunning Brother, a novel that completely caught me 
off guard with its searing emotive force. Chariandy is a 
commanding, dazzling writer; there's a musicality and 
rhythm to the tight prose that propels the novel's elegiac 
qualities with a poet's intensity and heart. Bursting with 
tenderness and sorrow, brutality and gritty realism, this 
slim but essential novel speaks to many urgent political, 
social, and familial issues without ever losing sight of the 
question, how does one cope with a dream and a future denied? This is 
literature as cruel truth, a voice for the voiceless, a testament to the sheer 
power and importance of storytelling.   

  

Shane loves this moving and haunting masterpiece. 

   

In hardcover, fiction, 22.00; Bloomsbury Publishing.  

THE MARS ROOM by Rachel Kushner  

The title of Rachel Kushner's new novel, The Mars Room, 
refers to a seedy, San Francisco strip club, where the 
book's central narrator Romy worked giving lap dances, 
before being sent for life to a women's prison after killing a 
sicko who stalked her. We are introduced to a host of 
commanding, contradictory characters (mostly women, 
but some men) living desperate lives on the margins of 
society. Kushner takes an eviscerating look at 
incarceration, at what it means to be poor and female in 
America, persuasively portraying a dark and gritty picture 
of women trapped, not only in prison, but in the wrong 

body, the wrong family, the wrong circumstances. The Mars Room is a 
complex novel whose moral scope goes beyond prison; it asks the reader to 
ponder bigger questions--brutality and power, poverty and powerlessness, the 
possibility of redemption, and the idea of choice and free will (Dostoyevsky is 
referenced.) Somehow in her prose Kushner brings beauty to even the ugliest 
surroundings; gritty, heartbreaking, searing and tragic, The Mars Room is 
fiction at its finest, an immersive reading experience with the ferocious power 
of a Jim Carroll or Denis Johnson novel!   

  



ED LOVED AND HIGHLY RECOMMENDS! 

  

In harcover, fiction, 27.00; Scribner Book Company.  

THE JUNIPER TREE by Barbara Comyns  

A pitch-perfect autumn read! After suffering a disfiguring 
car accident and becoming a single mother to an 
illegitimate child, Bella's life is finally on track: She is 
situated comfortably at the helm of a small antiques shop 
in London where she hunts down forgotten treasures and 
finds them appreciative homes. Enter Gertrude and 
Bernard, a wealthy and sophisticated couple who live in a 
posh neighborhood across town. The couple take Bella 
and her child in as their pet project, lavishing them with 
gifts and affection. Though the tripartite relationship is at 
first a source of comfort to Bella and her child, it soon 
becomes clear that the Gertrude and Bernard's interest in them isn't as 
innocent as it appears. As their idyllic friendship turns sinister, the 
historically meek Bella must advocate for the life that she's built or be 
destroyed.  

  

Originally published in 1985, Comyns' feminist interpretation of the Brothers 
Grimm fairy tale is an understated antecedent to the works of Helen Oyeyemi 
and Carmen Maria Machado.  

  

Katharine loves this book!  

    

In paperback, fiction, 14.95; New York Review of Books.  

HOME FIRE by Kamila Shamsie  

Now in paperback!  

  

There is both a timeliness and a timelessness to Kamila 
Shamsie's Home Fire, where the story of Sophocles' 
Antigone plays out in the modern world, in this Man 
Booker Prize-nominated exploration of the clash between 
society, family and faith. In this time of homegrown terror 
there is an urgency to this contemporary story of lives 
touched by immigration, jihad and tense family stand-

offs. What seems at first like a potential love triangle twists into more 
complex political entanglements and the pull of competing identities, in 
writing that is elegant, provocative, unsettling and subversive, challenging all 



our accepted stereotypes. Heartbreaking, explosive and utterly 
suspenseful, Home Fire is marked by dark wit, dazzling moments, and 
surprising turns, and an ever-increasing tension resulting in one of the most 
memorable final scenes I've read.   

  

ED LOVED AND HIGHLY RECOMMENDS!! 

 

In paperback, fiction, 16.00; Riverhead Books.  

THE COMPLETE STORIES by Clarice Lispector  

Now in paperback!  

  

Solar Bones  is a transcendent novel of rare beauty, brave 
and enchanting, deeply affecting. Structured as an interior 
monologue, Marcus Conway -- husband, father, civil 
engineer--reflects on his life: his family, county mayo, 
local politics, a health crisis, a daughter's art exhibition, 
waxing eloquently on everything from tractor parts to 
concrete foundations. His reflections and recollections and philosophical 
ponderings, fragments of thoughts coalescing into a lifetime, form an 
extraordinary hymn to small-town Ireland, with its "rites, rhythms and 
rituals". This lyrical and tender recitation of a life, consisting of a single 
sentence, has the rhythm and cadence of a prose poem, a continuous 
outpouring that almost demands to be read aloud (don't be put off by the 
book-length sentence with no periods, experimentation that may make some 
people hesitant; the prose flows more like poetry, an incantation that is 
completely accessible and compulsively readable.) The novel's structural 
innovation, luminous prose, and reverberating rhythm make it one of my 
favorite novels of the year!   

  

ED LOVED AND HIGHLY RECDOMMENDS!! 

  

In paperback, fiction, 15.00; Soho Press.  

 

  

NEW NON-FICTION 

NINTH STREET WOMEN by Mary Gabriel  



I was wowed by Ninth Street Women, an extraordinary 
biography of 5 extraordinary women painters who 
revolutionized American modern art-Lee Krasner, Elaine 
de Kooning, Grace Hartigan, Joan Mitchell and Helen 
Frankenthaler. These 5 women shared an integrity of 
purpose (putting ART above all else,) an audacity, and a 
strength of character that questioned the proper place of 
women in art and society, and each, in their own way, were 
unconventional, trailblazing, fearless, independent and 
fierce. Mary Gabriel's vivid, lively text magnificently 
brings to life the chapter of American art history 

between1928-1959, set against the backdrop of a post-WWII America that 
would never be the same again, the dramatic birth of abstract expressionism 
and the New York School, and a confluence of artists, poets, and musicians 
in Greenwich Village and Chelsea that had heretofore never been seen. A 
sweeping, cultural history of art that I found exhilarating and inspiring, 
incandescent and engrossing, and what Booklist called a "paradigm-altering 
art epic."   

  

Probably my favorite non-fiction book of the year, ED LOVED AND 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDS!! 

  

In hardcover, non-fiction, 35.00; Little Brown and Company.  

21 LESSONS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY by Yuval Noah 
Harari  

This is a brilliant look into some of the major changes and 
issues we will be facing in the near (or at least relatively 
near) future. With automation changing how we look at 
jobs, and algorithms changing how we think about choice, 
along with the political landscape fundamentally 
changing, Yuval's latest book serves as a guide to the 
questions that we'll have to ask ourselves, but also, 
refreshingly, some possible answers. I found this to be a 
great book to read alongside New Dark Age by James 
Bridle, which gives a more pessimistic outlook, but still 
one worth examining. In any case, this is a brilliant book 
and makes a wonderful gift, too! 

  

Tim recommends! 

  

In hardcover, non-fiction, 28.00; Spiegel & Grau.  

THE DINOSAUR ARTIST by Paige Williams  



True crime, dinosaurs and top-notch investigative 
journalism-in the vein of Susan Orleans' The Orchid 
Thief or Kirk Wallace Johnson's The Feather Thief - 
exposing the dodgy dealings of the international black-
market trade in dinosaur bones; a rollicking good tale 
steeped in natural history, human nature, commerce, 
crime and politics. It is the story of how one man, Eric 
Prokopi, an avid fossil hunter, got in way over his head, in 
a murky world where scientists, collectors, commercial 
fossil hunters and museums often have divergent, 
conflicting interests. Along the way, I especially loved the 

fascinating background stories: a short history of Mongolia, the story of 
fossils and paleontology, the story of Lyme, England and the "Jurassic 
Coast" of Dorset, and the story of Mary Anning, an 1814 female fossil hunter.  

 

ED LOVED AND HIGHLY RECOMMENDS! 

 
  

In hardcover, non-fiction, 28.00; Hachette Books.  

NIGHT MOVES by Jessica Hopper  

"Taking Damen Avenue from one side of town to another, 
you get a good span of Chicago, something practical to 
counter the highlights of Lake Shore Drive. Damen is all 
that is old, burnished, and lopsided. It is profoundly 
comforting to live in a city that doesn't give a shit and 
loves you how you are, because it is every bit as marred, 
bereft, and cocky as you are." 

 

Jessica Hopper's Night Moves collects selections from her 
journals from the mid-'00s. Passionate and brimming with youthful bravado, 
these writings recall an idiosyncratic, hardscrabble Chicago scene that is 
slipping away in favor of a sanitized, social-media friendly one. Read this 
collection and feel inspired to create something as messy and complicated as 
you are. 

 

Katharine recommends. 

   

In paperback, non-fiction, 15.95; University of Texas Press.  

NOTES ON A FOREIGN COUNTRY by Suzy Hansen  



Now in paperback!  

  

Sometimes it's easier to see one's own country most 
clearly by traveling outside of it. Part travelogue, part 
geopolitical memoir, Suzy Hansen's fascinating, 
provocative, and entirely thought-provoking book blew me 
away! Chronicling her own awakening over America's 
heavy cultural and political impact in the world, she 

examines the notion of "American Exceptionalism" and asks us to confront 
hard, ugly truths about US foreign policy and nefarious and frequent 
interventions around the world. Every American should put down Hillbilly 
Elegy and read this book instead. Riveting and essential!   

  

Ianni highly recommends.  

  

In paperback, non-fiction, 15.00; Farrar, Straus and Giroux.   

THE DEATH OF EXPERTISE by Tom Nichols  

Now in paperback!  

  

I am particularly interested in the currently pervasive anti-
intellectualism in American political discourse and its 
effect on setting public policy, and Tom Nichols argues 
that the death of expertise and its associated attacks on 
knowledge fundamentally undermine our democratic 
system of government. Plummeting political literacy and a 
growth of willful ignorance and anti-rationalism inhibits important public 
policy discussions (like health care and tax reform). To be so uninformed, so 
misinformed, where ignorance is arrogantly embraced, where critical 
thinking has been devalued, where citizens demand to be entertained instead 
of informed (creating the illusion of being informed), where society as a 
whole is dumbing down, where there is a growing arrogance in dismissing 
established knowledge ("facts" are no longer "facts"), where the line is 
blurred between opinion and fact, where citizens mistakenly believe 
themselves to be experts on everything, all this undermines the democratic 
process. An informative and eye-opening wake-up call.   

  

Ed recommends. 

  

In paperback, non-fiction, 15.95; Oxford University Press.   



  

CHILDREN'S BOOKS 

HARBOR ME by Jacqueline Woodson  

Harbor Me tackles some very big issues including race, 
immigration, learning differences, friendship, and 
forgiveness. The story is about six diverse children with 
learning differences. They bond during a special kids-only 
time on Friday afternoons where they share their stories, 
many of which Haley records on a tape recorder. Even as 
she learns about the other kids, Haley is reluctant to share 
that her own dad is in jail for the car accident killing her 
mother. When she does eventually share, it's beautiful to 
see the other kids support her. This incredible story 
deserves to be not just read but discussed deeply as it 

contains a wealth of ideas to ponder. Such as what does it mean to "harbor" 
someone? Amazing!! 
 
Ianni's pick 

 

In hardcover, fiction, 17.99; Nancy Paulsen.  

NO FIXED ADDRESS by Susin Nielsen  

Felix doesn't want to tell anyone that he's been living in a 
van for months and months. His mom, Astrid, is worried 
about social services taking him so he keeps quiet even 
though he really wants a bathroom. His hope is that he 
can win his favorite TV game show so they'll finally have 
enough money to get an apartment. One of the things I 
loved about this story is how it shows a child's love for a 
parent despite all the parent's flaws- and his mom has 
many! Lying and not holding down a job, for example. It 
also depicts homelessness as circumstances beyond a 
child's control - which is something most kids don't know 
or think to consider. This well-written book is beautiful, important, and 
highly recommended. 
 
Ages 8 - 12 
 
Ianni's pick 

 

In hardcover, fiction, 16.99; Wendy Lamb Books.  

 
 

 

 


